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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET

‘Sex in intimate relationships’

My name is Virginia Braun. I am a staff member in the Department of Psychology at the University of Auckland. I am conducting a research project looking at the place of sex and sexual practices within long-term sexual relationships. The research also focuses on popular ideas about sexuality and sexual behaviour within long-term relationships. The project aims to examine contemporary meanings of sex within long-term relationships, and how these affect individuals involved in such relationships. 

I will be interviewing a range of people, including heterosexual women, lesbian women, gay men, and heterosexual men. There are, however, two criteria for taking part: being over the age of 20, and currently being in a sexual relationship of at least one year’s duration. If you fit these criteria, I would like to invite you to participate in my research.  

Participation would involve a single confidential interview, conducted by myself. This would last between one and one and a half hours, and take place at a time that suits you.  Interviews will cover a range of topics related to sexuality, including discussion of sexual practices. As this will be an in-depth discussion of a personal topic, there is a slight chance you might find it upsetting in some way, although I hope you will find it enjoyable and interesting. The interview would, with your consent, be audio tape-recorded, and will be transcribed by a third person hired specifically for this purpose. This person will be required to retain strict confidentiality regarding the information transcribed.

Participation in this research is entirely voluntary, and you would be able to withdraw from the research, without giving reasons, prior to, and during, the interview. You would also have the opportunity to withdraw all or part of your interview material from the study for up to one month after the interview has taken place. All information you provide in an interview is confidential. Identifying information will be changed, and a pseudonym given to any of your data used in publications arising from this research. 

As I have an ongoing research interest in the area of sexuality, with your consent, I would like to keep your interview material for use in future publications and research not strictly within the scope of this project. 

If you do wish to be interviewed, please let me know by phoning me, or I will contact you again in about a week to see if you are interested.  Thank you very much for your time and help in considering to take part.  If you have any queries, or wish to know more, please contact me at:

Department of Psychology

The University of Auckland

Private Bag 92019

Auckland

Tel: 373-7599 extn 87561

Email: v.braun@auckland.ac.nz

The Head of Department is: Professor Dianne McCarthy, Department of Psychology, The University of Auckland, Private Bag 92019, Auckland, Tel. 3737-7999 extn 88516

For any queries regarding ethical concerns, please contact: 

The Chair, The University of Auckland Human Subjects Ethics Committee, The University of Auckland, Research Office - Office of the Vice Chancellor, Private Bag 92019, Auckland.  Tel. 373-7999 extn 87830
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